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Court-storming
melee aftermath

By Matt
Gardner
Shalf Writar
5loophiats

Utah
WVallev's
frbrto1
overlime
win dgainst New Mexico
State s indicative of
Charles Dickens™ Famous
opening line. "it was the
best of times, it was the
worst of times,”

The frst-place  battle
Feb, 27 at the UCCU Cen-
ter had ' evervthing  one
would want from a gsame
between the Western Ath-
letic  Conference’s  best
leams.

However, despite nine
lead changes and  hard
physical play, an electrify-
ing overtime win was all
but overshadowed by an
wll-out brawl between op-
posing players from New
Mexico  State and  Urah
WValley fans.

30 what’s one o make
from it all? Can one re-
duce the melee o a single
plaver or UVL fan? Even
more, does this mark the
tipping point where col-
lege students will no lon-
ger be permitted w0 rush
the court to celebrate a big
win?

Ultimately every  per-
son is responsible Tor his
ur her actions, which in-
cludes  dejected  athletes
and the winning team’s
fans.

There was  plenty  of
biame tw go around. be-
minning with New Mexico
state’s K.C. Ross-Miller
whe cowardly threw the
ball at Utah Valley point
guard Holton Hunsaker at
the end of the came.




Like i Or not, lans who
enler the court or field af-
ter an emotionally charged
game are entering at their
own risk, or even peril.
Fans need to understand
the ramifications when
choosing to do so.

ESPN  writer  Myron
Metcallf  stated it suc-
cinctly. *If you decide to
run on that gridiron. that
court, that field of play in
the hectic, emotional post-
game frenzy that tends to
accompany  high-octane
matchups, you might get
punched. Yes, punched.”

Tough language, but
he's got it right. Still, my
dilemma is—despite what
took place—1"m still a fan
and a proponent for court
storming.

With some minor tweak-
ing, | believe that event
security and management
should-and-can embrace a
wiy to allow fans to still
rush the court without
Jeopardizing  athletes or
fans.

I love collegiate sports
tracitions; from college
students camping out to
court storming. That’s
what makes collegiate
sports different from pro-
fessional sports, in my
opinion.

There's something ro-
mantic about collegiate
sports that is almost inef-
fable. I ¢an recall so many
great  memories  either
watching or taking part in
running onto the court or
field after a big game.

[ can only remember
once where an alterca-
tion took place after fans
rushed the couri and that
was between Utah Valley
and New Mexico State.
Sad, but true.

[ don’t think there
should be a ban on court
storming just because of
this unfortunate incident,
but perhaps court storm-
ing is becoming all too
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common, making it less poi-
gnant and meaningful.

I think as fans we have re-
duced our justification for
storming the court. This season
I was struck, even perplexed,
when I saw Penn State fans
rushing the court after beating
No. 22 ranked Ohio State.

I know there is no rule that
indicates when fans should
storm the court, but I've al-
ways thought i1t should be
saved for when a lower ranked

team defeats, say, a top-five

team in the country, or after

- winning a national champion-

ship.

I don’t necessarily believe
that the court should be rushed
after beating the No. 22 ranked
team or even edging out a New
Mexico State for first place in
the WAC.

The sad news 1s that storm-
ing the court will likely be-
come a thing of the past.
Even more disappointing
could be that a rule change
would forever be linked to
Utah Valley University.
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